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PRESIDE�TS REPORT 
 
Hello again, another month has passed. 
Disappointing news from NSW feel sorry for David Cookson. The Cancer Cure venue at 
Sydney Royal next year. Desperately looking for another venue to hold the Nationals.   
The National body will give them all support to do this. Through David and his committee 
there is a lot of positive things coming out of NSW.    
 
Western Australia held a gathering on the 21st of September which was well attended.  
Matt Smailes put a lot of effort into things happening over there. The National body next 
year will step in and help with clinics through the year to ensure this carries on.  Matt 
Smailes has received good news— a well known farrier friend of his has offered his 
services next year to come out to Australia and do clinics in each state. 
 
Gatton college through Craig Jones and Wade Graham have organised  a one day clinic 
October 16th which looks like it will be well attended. I spent a morning a couple of weeks 
ago with the apprentices and was impressed by their enthusiasm and their commitment 
through the instruction of Craig and Wade. There is currently 17 apprentices under their 
charge. Gatton campus is fully behind the apprenticeship training accounting for major 
spending in this area.  
 
Don’t forget the Haydn Price Australian tour In Australia at the end of October start of 
November. Get in touch with your local JC Milton store for details.  The Mustad Asian 
Pacific Farrier Conference is being held on 18th, 19th and 20th November contact O’Dwyer 
Horseshoes for more information or check out our website: www.afba.org.au  
 
Our thoughts go out to Chris Francis in South Australia who, a week after Adelaide Royal 
left to go to Great Britain and Europe for a month.   Sadly, during Chris’s overseas trip his 
father past away after a long illness.  His father was a well known farrier in South 
Australia before moving to the Sunshine Coast in later years.  Chris is a very enthusiastic 
young member of the South Australian branch. Deepest sympathies go out to him.  
 
Will talk to you soon.  
Tom Affleck 
 
 
 

COMPETITIO� STATUS WILL BE PRI�TED I�  

THE  

DECEMBER HAMMERI�’ STEEL. 
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2009 HIGH-POI�T RESULTS 

2009 Open High Point 

Bob Sim  164.5 
Steve Riggs 162.5 
Jeff  Pagden 114.5 
Tim Heeb 103.5 
Brad Hinze 76.5 

 
Overall  Open Champion  — Bob Sim 
Open Blacksmith Champion-  Bob Sim 
Open Shoeing Champion -  Steve Riggs  
Open Forging Champion  -  Bob Sim & Steve Riggs 
 

 

2009 Intermediate High Point  
Arnold Dobbe 166 
Jon Oehm  154 
Mitch Brace 100.5 
Wayne Nugent 96.5 
Daniel Philip 94 

 
Overall  Intermediate Champion  - Arnold Dobbe 
Intermediate Blacksmith Champion  - Arnold Dobbe 
Intermediate Shoeing  Champion – Jon Oehm 
Intermediate Forging Champion  - Arnold Dobbe 
 
Congratulations to Bob and Arnold!!!!! 

WA�TED: VOLU�TEER BLACKSMITH 

The Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement is an interactive tourist attraction showcasing the Murray 
Mallee between the 1830s and the 1930s. The Settlement preserves and interprets pioneer 
life through activation and our volunteers play a very important part in bringing the Settle-
ment alive. 
 
We are currently looking for volunteer blacksmiths to work in our blacksmith's 
shop, creating items, demonstrating their skills and talking to our visitors. 
 
For more information, please contact Yvonne McNabb, Visitor Services Coordinator, Pio-
neer Settlement, Swan Hill, Victoria 3585. Phone: (03) 5036 2420 or email ym-
cnabb@swanhill.vic.gov.au. 
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QUEE�SLA�D �EWS  

Skills Clinics – 2010 

Interest in the Skills Clinics has been falling off in the latter part of this year, and it is being 
considered discontinuing the clinics in 2010.  They will only be held if there is a minimum of 
6 people willing to attend for the whole year. 
If anyone is interested in attending the clinics next year, please contact the A.F.B.A. Secretary, 
Tricia Court by 15th December.  If enough interest is shown the clinics will continue on, but 
we need to definitely know by the above date. 

 

Christmas Party 

The Christmas Party this year will be held on 5th December at Bruce Donaldson’s Residence 
133 Carbine Rd, Upper Brookfield, commencing at 1.00 pm.  Bring your own liquor.  The 
party will be funded by money raised from tea stands at Gatton and RNA, but there could be a 
small additional cost for members attending.  Numbers need to be known for catering so please 
notify Bruce Donaldson 3374 1698 AH or 0408 767 236 before Friday 27th  November. 

 

AFBAQ & MFA Merger 

At the last General Meeting we were advised that MFA members had voted on the merger and 
were in favour.  The next step is meetings to work out how this can be achieved.  Bruce 
Donaldson representing AFBAQ and Steve Crosbie representing MFA are planning to meet 
with the Office of Fair Trading to discuss the ramifications of forming a new association or 
amalgamating the two associations. 

 

Tong Making Clinic 

It has been proposed that a Tong Making Clinic be held around April 2010 with Patrick Schi-
manski, the proposed venue is Gatton University Campus.  Further information will be pro-
vided as soon as it is available. 

 

Calendar of Events 
2 November, 2009 General Meeting, Brookfield Hall, Brookfield Road, Brookfield 

commencing at 7.30 pm 
18 November, 2009 Skills Clinic.  Contact Terry Drennan on 0418 209 409 to advise if 

you are unable to attend.  Casual attendees contact Terry to advise of 
attendance and Tricia regarding payment.  This is the last clinic of the 
year. 

5 December, 2009 Christmas Party, 133 Carbine Rd, Upper Brookfield, commencing at 
1.00 pm.  Bring your own liquor.  Please notify 

 Bruce Donaldson if you are attending no later than Friday 27 �o-

vember, 2009.  Ph: 3374 1698 (ah) or 0408 767 236. 
7 December, 2009 General Meeting, Brookfield Hall, Brookfield Road, Brookfield 

commencing at 7.30 pm 
 There is no General Meeting in January 2010. 
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BALA�CE: THE WHOLE HORSE CO�CEPT CLI�IC 

The who's who of the veterinary and farrier worlds converged on Gatton's UQ campus for 
the first seminar organised co-operatively between the AFBA and G-Vec. There was a 
crowd of about 130 people there and I believe a profit was made of about $1400. These 
funds will go towards buying specialist equipment for the apprentice program. 
The relationship between UQ and industry is continuing to strengthen with most of the 
hierarchy of G-Vec represented. All showed their enthusiasm for the apprentice farrier 
training program at the university. On arrival, most of the farriers congregated over at the 
training area to look over the facilities. It was great to see the recent area extension to  
accommodate more horses for the apprentices to work on. I know this was becoming a  
problem for the instructors to work around and this will surely make their job much easier 
in future. I walked through there and I can see how the apprentices will be able to get from 
the anvils to the horses with a minimum of fuss.  Digressing for one moment, I had a close 
look at the shoes these young apprentices are turning out.  I found a pair of hind shoes on 
one anvil that at first I thought were demonstration shoes made by either Craig or Wade.  I 
was wrong, the maker of the shoes was near by and told me "They aren't too bad, I'm   
getting there". Well he's getting there faster than he thinks. 
 
 
This seminar combined anatomy, bio-mechanics, advanced forging skills and computer 
analysis. It was unique to get a detailed view of the anatomy of the lower leg with Paula 
Williams showing us through the leg on a morbid specimen and Tony Fookes showing us 
on a live animal where everything is connected.  The great camera work by Wade Graham 
made it easy for all to see.  Paula and Tony are obviously at the top of their respective 
professions and I thank them for setting aside a day to help the professional development 
of others. 
 
The second session of the morning was Craig Jones showing us through a range of shoes 
and how they can affect the various conformational issues presented. The topic of balance 
gets bandied about on a regular basis so it was great to listen to someone who has the  
essential skills, verbally and physically, to enable us to solve these problems. Craig's  
presentation, showing how different shoes can improve the stance of horses, reminds us 
all to keep improving our forging skills so we can help our clients with these types of 
horses. 
 
After Craig we had two sessions with Beaudesert farrier, Johnathon Oehm. Johnathon is 
one of the few in Australia using Video Analysis Software to detect gait problems in 
horses. Before and after analysis videos of horses working will become a great tool in the 
future as it becomes more widely available. With any new software package, the data        
libraries will develop and expand, leading to a comprehensive reference point for problem 
solving conformational problems. Historical data and practices applied, what works and 
what doesn't, will be available. The sky will be the limit for this type of tool. 
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 We appreciate that many people made the trip out to Gatton to attend this clinic. It was 
great to catch up with Greg Murray who is briefly back in Australia before commencing 
another overseas assignment.  Greg spent 4 years in Hong Kong working for the Jockey 
Club and now is off to Korea to set up a training program for the local racing farriers. Also, 
it was a pleasure to meet Colin Smith from North Melbourne TAFE in person.  
For these people to take time out to come and support this event just shows how much    
respect the Australian Farrier Industry have for the organisers of this event, Craig and Wade. 
When we are taught our trade we never get to truly own it. By this I mean that 6 weeks after 
we shoe our last horse our work will cease to exist. This means that we are only custodians 
of the craft and we are all entrusted with the task of making sure that it gets handed on to 
safe hands. So regardless whether you ever have an apprentice or not it is important that we 
all play our part in helping the apprentices of today to become the tradesmen of tomorrow. 
 
Finally, it was a great gesture to give QMFA members the same seminar price as the AFBA 
members. I would like to thank all involved on behalf of the QMFA. Thanks to Brooke   
Graham for asking me to write this article. I always enjoy putting pen to paper and I hope 
you all enjoy reading it. 
 
Many Thanks 
Steve Crosbie 
 
 
 

 

THE ROYAL ADELAIDE SHOW 

We must begin by apologizing to those who competed at this years Royal Show for the   
errors in addition on a score sheet in the Open Blacksmithing and the method with which the 
open high point was awarded.  We are learning from out mistakes from this year and so as to 
prevent similar mistakes in the future we are working on our procedures for competition 
days. We hope that 2010 will run like clockwork and will be bigger, better and just as much 
fun!! 
 
Moving on, it was a busy show with members manning the blacksmith shop in the Learning 
Centre for the 9 days of the Adelaide Royal: A big task, but a worthwhile project when it 
comes to being able to financially support some of the SAFBA activities during the year. 
 
Many thanks to Peter Suscycznski for coming to judge and as always thanks to the competi-
tors who made the trip to SA.  Everyone's input and assistance during the event was much 
appreciated. 
 
Great to have you. 
Safe Shoeing. 
SAFBA. 
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STRIKI�G THE BEST WORK—LIFE BALA�CE -Tips from different websites 

 

Learn to say no. When you quit doing the things you only do out of guilt or a false sense 

of obligation, you'll make more room in your life for the activities that are meaningful to 

you and bring you joy.  

Leave work at work. Make a conscious decision to separate work time from personal 

time. When with your family, for instance, turn off your phone. 

�urture yourself. Set aside time each day for an activity that you enjoy, such as walking, 

working out or listening to music. Unwind after a hectic workday by reading, practicing 

yoga, or taking a bath or shower.  

Set aside one night each week for recreation. Take the phone off the hook, power down 

the computer and turn off the TV. Discover activities you can do with your partner, family 

or friends, such as playing golf, fishing or canoeing. Making time for activities you enjoy 

will rejuvenate you.  

Protect your day off. Try to schedule some of your routine chores on workdays so that 

your days off are more relaxing.  

Get enough sleep. There's nothing as stressful and potentially dangerous as working when 

you're sleep-deprived. Not only is your productivity affected, but also you can make costly 

mistakes. You may then have to work even more hours to make up for these mistakes.  

Seek professional help. Everyone needs help from time to time. If your life feels too cha-

otic to manage and you're spinning your wheels worrying about it, talk with a profes-

sional, such as your doctor or a psychologist. 

Balance doesn't mean doing everything. Examine your priorities and set boundaries. Be 

firm in what you can and cannot do. Only you can restore harmony to your lifestyle.  
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A.F..B.A. CAPS, BADGES, LOGOS, POLO & SWEAT SHIRTS 

For orders please contact National Secretary on 07 5464 5771.  As stocks held are very 
limited, there may be a short wait while items are ordered. 
Postage and Packaging:   $8.00 – one item, $15 – more than one item. 
Caps  $15.00 + Postage Rugby Tops $40.00  
Polo Shirts  $30.00 + Postage Logos    $7.00  
Sweat Shirts/Jumper $40.00 + Postage Badges      $6.00  
Shower proof  unlined Jackets  $40.00 + Postage or Water proof Jackets lined with po-
lar fleece for winter $55.00 + Postage. 
The caps are bottle green with gold trim, and have the AFBA logo embroidered on 
front.  Polo Shirts, Rugby Tops & Sweat Shirts are bottle green with the Logo  
embroidered on the front left side, and are available in other colours.   Shower proof 
jacket is navy, red or yellow and designed to fold into its own pocket. The lined jackets 
have nylon rainproof outer with polar fleece lining and logo embroidered on left front 
they are available in Dark Bottle Green, Black, Maroon, Navy, Royal.   
 

 

A.F.B.A. CAR STICKERS and TRUCK STICKERS 

Car stickers showing the A.F.B.A. logo are available for purchase at a cost of $5.00 
each.  Truck stickers are 220 x 220 mm and cost $15.00 each.  Contact Brooke  
Graham.  Ph/Fax: 07 5464 5771. 
 
 
 
 
�- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

CHA�GE OF ADDRESS  
If any member is changing his/her address would you please fill in the form below. 
 

 
Name:   
 
Address:   
 
  Postcode:    
 
Phone:    Mobile No:    Fax No:    
 
Email:     
 

 
Return to: A.F.B.A. Secretary 
  Brooke Graham 
  110 Harwoods Rd 
 WALLOON   QLD   4306 


